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Caption: Recycling success – Dawn Environmental’s Tony Clabby
Healthy win for social enterprise
Kerbside recycling companies, socks by online subscription, and healthy schools drinks vending machines all grabbed success in Yorkshire’s first awards for businesses which have succeeded against the odds.

The unique awards are the brainchild of the Business Enterprise Fund which provides financing for schemes which cannot get funding from the high-street lenders and have succeeded despite facing great difficulties, such as funding and skills shortages.

Stephen Waud, director of the Business Enterprise Fund, which delivers £2million annually to disadvantaged businesses, said: “It was wonderful to see so many businesses getting recognition when they’ve faced and beaten so many hurdles. It was tough for the judges deciding the winners because we had a large number of inspiring entries from across Yorkshire.

“We’ve worked closely with schemes like the Local Enterprise Growth Initiative (LEGI) and our work isn’t all about funding, it’s also about the very important mentoring and advice we provide.”
Doncaster kerbside recyclers Dawn Environmental picked up the award for Best Social Enterprise, and Tony Clabby, Chief Executive Officer, said:  “As a social enterprise it’s great to be recognised for our business success as well as the achievement of our social and environmental aims. I hope that our success will encourage people to set up social enterprises and run them like a business.”
The awards have been supported by a group of partners including Yorkshire Forward, Leeds LEGI, The Prince’s Trust, Business Link West Yorkshire, Bradford LEGI, South Yorkshire Key Fund and Cattles Invoice Finance.
Winners and awards:

Best New Start: 


Socks On, Leeds

Best Social Enterprise:

Dawn Environmental, Doncaster

Fastest Growing Business:

Zouk, Bradford

Most Innovative Business:

Cool Drinks Company, Leeds


Best Entrepreneur:


Cool Drinks Company, Leeds
Editor’s notes

· The Business Enterprise Fund is part of the emerging CDFI (community development finance institutions) sector in the UK which has already financed 9,600 businesses and helped create 10,000 jobs.
PAGE  
1

