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Doncaster businesses steal the show

Four hundred people from Yorkshire's business community celebrated the hard work and dedication of entrepreneurs on Thursday night, in a Gala Dinner at the Royal Armouries in Leeds. The Biz Awards heard some great examples of devotion and commitment to 'the cause', with four companies ear-marked for special achievements.

Doncaster businesses swept the board on the night, winning three of the four individual categories, as well as the overall 'Business of the Year' award.

Doncaster Re-Furnish, who recycle furniture and white goods and won ‘Enterprise through Innovation’ and ‘Business of the Year’ has diverted 26,000 items from landfill and supplied more than 8,000 households with goods from this collection.  The social enterprise was represented at the dinner by chief executive Joanne Ward and chairman Bob Fitzharris.   

Chairman of Doncaster Re-Furnish, Robert Fitzharris, said “All credit to Jo (Joanne Ward, Chief Executive) for keeping going, and having the tunnel-vision to make this project a success.  We’ve proved ourselves in the sustainability field, and against the odds.  I’m confident that we will go on to become one of the most successful companies in Doncaster.  We’re growing people’s skills in the company, not just the company itself.”
As overall winners of business of the year Doncaster Re-Furnish took away a cash prize of £2,500 and an intensive business support package from Business Link Yorkshire.  The other winners all walked away with a £500 cheque.
‘Best New Start’ went to Doncaster based Force 10 Recruitment who specialize in getting ex-armed forces into commercial jobs. In a little under 12 months they have gone from having a candidate database 250 to 1,700 and are filling on average 60 vacancies per month compared to single figures this time last year. MD and Founder of the company and an ex-Regimental Sergeant Major Tony Ward said “We’re surprised and elated to win this award.  It raises awareness of the company and helps to establish the difference between a charity and a commercial operation.”  Asked about the future, Tony said “We can now go on to survive on our commercial merits.  Winning the award cements our reputation in our local area and beyond.  We recommend to individuals thinking about going into business to just go ahead and do it – take the chance.”
The final winner from the Doncaster area went to The Glow Company who won ‘Fastest Growing Business’ for their business that offer innovative, practical & fun products that glow, flash, shine or glow in the dark. In less than five years they have increased turnover from £100,000 to £1.5million and profits from 10% to 28%. 

The Glow Company’s MD James Cameron said “We’re bowled over.  We thought that we were in with a good chance but we’re still delighted.”  Asked what the award will do for the company, James added “It will get the company noticed even more.  It provides more motivation to go on and achieve even more success.”
Success Doncaster supported the event as sponsor of the ‘Fastest Growing Business’ category was delighted with the results on the evening. Julie Wilson commented, through programmes like Success Doncaster the Borough is able to focus on regenerating the most deprived areas and encourage enterprise and business growth. I am absolutely delighted that Doncaster had three winners out of the four categories and that one then went on to be crowned the overall Business of the Year. Success Doncaster is obviously working in promoting Doncaster as a place where you can make a real go of it in business.
Steve Waud of the Business Enterprise Agency and founder of the Biz Award said afterwards: "All the finalists can be proud of their achievements tonight.  Yes, it's disappointing to not quite make the final cut, and there were some tough decisions for the judges in choosing these winners; but all these finalists have proved themselves and we thank them for their involvement."

All the winners are shown below, with runners-up in brackets.

Business of the Year:  Doncaster Re-Furnish (pictured)

Enterprise in the Community:  St George's Crypt Create, Leeds
(Higher Rhythm, Doncaster and Holme Christian Community, Bradford)

Fastest Growing Business:  The Glow Company, Doncaster
(Aqua Consultants, Bradford and Sterling Service Centre)

Enterprise through Innovation:  Doncaster Re-Furnish
(Liquid Accounts, Huddersfield and Zouk Teabar & Grill, Bradford)

Best New-Start:  Force 10 Recruitment
(Palm Cove Society, Bradford and Shaky Jakes, Leeds) 

The Biz Awards were supported by the following agencies:

· Yorkshire Forward, the regional development agency 

· 'Sharing the Success', the Leeds LEGI programme 

· The Business Enterprise Fund 

· Key Fund Yorkshire 

· 'Success Doncaster', the Doncaster LEGI programme 

· Business Link Yorkshire

ENDS
Notes for editors:

1. The Biz Awards was founded in 2007 by The Business Enterprise Fund.

2. It is event was managed by Bradford Chamber of Commerce.

3. The event was supported by Yorkshire Forward, Business Link, Leeds LEGI – Sharing the Success, Doncaster LEGI and Yorkshire Key Fund.  

4. There was a £4,000 prize fund for award winners.
5. The award took place at the Royal Armouries in Leeds on Wednesday 25th June from 6:45pm.
6. 2007 winners included; Best New Start – Leeds based SocksOn.co.uk; Best Social Enterprise – Doncaster based Dawn Environmental; Fastest Growing Business – Bradford based Zouk; Most Innovative Business and winner of Business of the Year – Leeds based The Cool Drinks Company.
- end -

[image: image1.jpg]