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Growing success: Tayub Amjad of Zouk
Healthy wins for social enterpises

One of Bradford’s fastest-growing café restaurants has scooped a top award for exactly that – Zouk on Leeds Road won the ‘Fastest Growing Business’ award in a Yorkshire-wide contest.

Director Tayub Amjad said: “It’s great to be recognised for our achievements after breaking through so many boundaries. This award will give us a boost in our plans for expansion. We were helped tremendously by specialist business advice from the Business Enterprise Fund, and Bradford Chamber and Business Link West Yorkshire, whose services we still use today.”
The unique awards are the brainchild of the Business Enterprise Fund which provides financing for schemes which cannot get funding from the high-street lenders and have succeeded despite facing great difficulties, such as funding and skills shortages.

Stephen Waud, director of the Business Enterprise Fund, which delivers £2million annually to disadvantaged businesses, said: “It was wonderful to see so many businesses getting recognition when they’ve faced and beaten so many hurdles. It was tough for the judges deciding the winners because we had a large number of inspiring entries from across Yorkshire.

“We’ve worked closely with schemes like the Local Enterprise Growth Initiative (LEGI) and our work isn’t all about funding, it’s also about the very important mentoring and advice we provide.”
Winners and awards:

Best New Start: 


Socks On, Leeds
Best Social Enterprise:

Dawn Environmental, Doncaster

Fastest Growing Business:

Zouk, Bradford

Most Innovative Business:

Cool Drinks Company, Leeds


Best Entrepreneur:


Cool Drinks Company, Leeds
Editor’s notes

· The Business Enterprise Fund is part of the emerging CDFI (community development finance institutions) sector in the UK which has already financed 9,600 businesses and helped create 10,000 jobs.
· Bradford Chamber of Commerce is the managing agent, promoting and producing the awards. However the awards have been developed by a group of business support agency partners including: Yorkshire Forward, Leeds LEGI, The Prince’s Trust, Business Enterprise Fund, Business Link West Yorkshire, Bradford LEGI, South Yorkshire Key Fund and Cattles Invoice Finance.
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