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Bradford businesses shine as finalists announced for The Biz Awards 

Bradford based firms Gumption Business Centre, Zouk Tea Bar & Grill, Unique Home Care, providing care for ethnic minorities. Afro Caribbean recruitment specialists Urban Biz and Addingham Logistics are among the shortlist of Yorkshire businesses being celebrated for beating tough odds to make a success of their ideas.

The first-ever ‘Biz Awards’ for businesses from disadvantage backgrounds run jointly by Bradford Chamber, The Business Enterprise Fund, Yorkshire Forward, Business Link, Bradford Local Enterprise Growth Initiative (LEGI), Leeds LEGI, Cattles Invoice Financing, South Yorkshire Key Fund and Princes Trust  are being celebrated with a glittering awards ceremony later this month.
Special guest speaker Jay Cousins, pioneer of fold flat tableware and survivor of the Dragons’ Den, will be recollecting his own experiences of how he turned a business dream into a reality. Taking his firm Orikaso from a piece of paper prototype to a product sold on six continents, with very little support or backing.
Stephen Waud, Fund Director at the Business Enterprise Fund, which delivers £2m of funding to disadvantaged businesses a year and organiser of the Biz Awards commented:

“The Yorkshire region is pioneering support and development plans particularly through schemes like the Local Enterprise Growth Initiative (LEGI) and these awards are to recognise the hard work and determination of such businesses supported through these schemes and well as to celebrate the enterprising spirit here which is alive and kicking.

“We are delighted at the calibre, diversity and volume of entries to these Awards and congratulate all those who entered and have started their own enterprises – short-listed or not.”

Bradford Chamber has today announced the short-listed finalists for The Biz Awards.

The actual winners will be kept under wraps until the gala awards dinner on Friday 29th June at the Royal Armouries which will be compared by BBC Radio Leeds breakfast show host Andrew Edwards. 
Entries have been judged by Bradford Chamber for the five award categories of Best New Start, Best Social Enterprise, Fastest Growing Business, Most Innovative Business and Best Entreprenur.

In the ‘Best New Start’ category the finalists are: the Gumption Centre, a managed workspace and business incubator based in Bradford; Addingham Logistics, a Bradford-based logistics firm and Sock On.co.uk, a uniquely innovative, online socks subscription service.
In this category judges were overwhelmed by the variety of new-start businesses and their final three highlight businesses that have developed strong brand images and business plans with ambitious and sustained long-term growth.

  

In the Best Social Enterprise category the finalists are: Doncaster-based kerbside recycling company Dawn Environmental; building skills training company Barnsley Community Build and Bradford’s Urban Biz an African and African Caribbean social enterprise recruitment firm. The social enterprise sector is going from strength to strength and these short-listed finalists all demonstrated strong social or environmental aims that directly benefit their community. 
 

In the ‘Most Innovative Business’ category the finalists are Socks On with their innovative approach to corporate gifts; Leeds-based Luminary Solutions, an IT systems integrator and The Cool Drinks Company which supplies fresh vending solutions to schools. These companies impressed the judges by combining technology with unique products and modern practices, and the way they have created energy in their businesses moving them forward.

In the ‘Fastest Growing Business’ the judges were looking for and found firms who had exceeded their business plan expectations in terms of profit, turnover or market share. The short-listed finalists are: Leeds City Credit Union, a financial co-operative set up for Leeds residents; Unique Home Care, a dedicated home help service to ethnic minorities and Zouk, a tea bar and grill on Leeds Road in Bradford.
The evening will culminate with one of the winners from the above categories being crowned Best Entrepreneur 2007, a title which comes with a cash prize of £2,500.

Stephen Waud, Fund Director at the Business Enterprise Fund commented:

“The Yorkshire region is pioneering support and development plans particularly through schemes like the Local Enterprise Growth Initiative (LEGI) and these awards are to recognise the hard work and determination of such businesses supported through these schemes and well as to celebrate the enterprising spirit here which is alive and kicking.

ENDS

Notes for editors:

What are The Biz Awards?

The Biz Awards are to recognise those who have taken the leap, fought the odds and become their own boss despite facing more challenges than the average person.

The entrants at the Biz Awards will have demonstrated how they had to overcome the odds in setting up their business. This may include:

· Being turned down by the high street banks

· Not receiving support for their idea but still making a success of it

· Fought particular skills deficits to achieve their goals

· Received significant support from the business support agencies to enable them to start

What are the Categories?

The Biz Awards will highlight the success through five key awards:

· Best New start

· Best Social enterprise

· Fastest growing business

· Most Innovative business

· Best Entrepreneur 

Who are supporting the awards?

Bradford Chamber of Commerce is the managing agent, promoting and producing the awards ceremony. However the awards are being run by a group of business support agency partners including: Yorkshire Forward, The Prince’s Trust, Business Enterprise Fund, Business Link West Yorkshire, Leeds LEGI, Bradford LEGI, South Yorkshire Key Fund and Cattles Invoice Finance to support and help showcase the talents and skills of the businesses entering.

When and Where?

Over 500 guests will be attending the prestigious awards ceremony:

Date: Friday 29 June 2007

Venue: The Royal Armouries, Armouries Drive, LEEDS, LS10 1LT

Time: 6:45pm for 7:30pm start.

Dress Code: Black Tie

Price: £82.25 including VAT per person.

The Gala Awards Evening 

The awards evening promises to be a glittering affair suitable for both business professionals and their partners. During a packed evening there will be a three course meal, a special guest speaker Jay Cousins who overcame his own barriers to set-up Flatworld UK, BBC Radio Leeds Breakfast presenter Andrew Edwards as awards compere for the awards ceremony and a band to dance away to into the early hours. The format for the evening is:

· 6:45 pm Arrival of guests, reception in foyer area and VIP reception in Tournament Gallery
· 7:30 pm Dinner is served
· 9:45 pm Guest Speaker and Awards Ceremony
· 11:30 pm Formal proceedings close - Dance the night away
· 01:00 am Carriages
The Business Enterprise Fund is part of the emerging CDFI (community development finance institutions) sector in the UK which has already financed 9,600 businesses and helped create 10,000 jobs.

