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Business Support Agencies Launch the Biz Awards and £2,500 hunt for Yorkshire’s Entrepreneur of the Year
Some of Yorkshire and Humberside’s leading business support agencies have come together to launch The Biz Award to recognise and celebrate enterprise in the region and particularly the achievements of business professionals who have taken the leap, fought the odds and become their own boss despite facing more challenges than the average person.
This glittering ceremony will be held on the 29th June 2007 at the Royal Armouries in Leeds and will recognise their success through five key awards:

· Best New start

· Best Social enterprise

· Fastest growing business

· Most Innovative business

· Best Entrepreneur 

The overall winner of the awards will be recognized as the Best Entrepreneur for 2007 and will not only benefit from the kudos this award reflects but will also receive a £2,500 cash prize.

 The entrants to the Biz Awards will have demonstrated how they had to overcome the odds in setting up their business. This may have included being turned down by the high street banks, not receiving support for their idea but still making a success of it, fighting particular skills deficits to achieve their goals or receiving significant support from the business support agencies to enable them to start.
Anyone interested in entering the awards have until 31st May to submit their entries. Full details and entry forms can be found at www.thebizawards.co.uk.
The partners to this event include The Prince’s Trust, Yorkshire Forward, Business Link West Yorkshire, Leeds LEGI, Bradford LEGI, Business Enterprise Fund, South Yorkshire Key Fund and Cattles Invoice Finance all of which are delighted to support and help showcase the talents and skills of everyone involved.
Stephen Waud, Fund Directory at the Business Enterprise Fund, and organiser of the awards commented:

“The introduction of Local Enterprise Growth Initiatives across the region reflects the drive and determination of people across Yorkshire to set-up their own businesses. Often they have limited access to start-up capital, but go one to make huge successes of their businesses. This award ceremony is dedicated to celebrating their determination and desire to succeed.”
Business can find out more details about how to enter the awards or book their places at the gala awards ceremony by visiting www.thebizawards.co.uk or calling the team on 01274 230051.

ENDS

Notes for editors:
What are The Biz Awards?

The Biz Awards are to recognise those who have taken the leap, fought the odds and become their own boss despite facing more challenges than the average person.

The entrants at the Biz Awards will have demonstrated how they had to overcome the odds in setting up their business. This may include:

· Being turned down by the high street banks

· Not receiving support for their idea but still making a success of it

· Fought particular skills deficits to achieve their goals

· Received significant support from the business support agencies to enable them to start

What are the Categories?

The Biz Awards will highlight the success through five key awards:

· Best New start

· Best Social enterprise

· Fastest growing business

· Most Innovative business

· Best Entrepreneur 

Who are supporting the awards?

Bradford Chamber of Commerce is the managing agent, promoting and producing the awards ceremony. However the awards are being run by a group of business support agency partners including: Yorkshire Forward, The Prince’s Trust, Business Enterprise Fund, Business Link West Yorkshire, Leeds LEGI, Bradford LEGI, South Yorkshire Key Fund and Cattles Invoice Finance to support and help showcase the talents and skills of the businesses entering.

Who Can Enter?

Any business can enter but they must meet the following criteria to be eligible for entry:

· Their business headquarters/registered office is located in the Yorkshire and Humberside region.

· They must demonstrate that they have had to overcome the odds in setting up their business. This may include:

· Being turned down by the high street banks

· Not receiving support for their ideas but still making a success of it

· Fought particular skills deficits to achieve their goals

· Received significant support from the business support agencies to enable them to start

How do they enter?

To enter, applicants will need to complete entry form available from the awards website at www.thebizawards.co.uk, by calling 01274 230050 or e-mailing info@thebizawards.co.uk then submitting it with a written presentation that answers the criteria for the category they are entering. 

When and Where?

Over 500 guests will be attending the prestigious awards ceremony:

Date: Friday 29 June 2007

Venue: The Royal Armouries, Armouries Drive, LEEDS, LS10 1LT

Time: 6:45pm for 7:30pm start.

Dress Code: Black Tie

Price: £82.25 including VAT per person.

The Gala Awards Evening 

The awards evening promises to be a glittering affair suitable for both business professionals and their partners. During a packed evening there will be a three course meal, a special guest speaker from the business world, high profile awards compare for the awards ceremony and a band to dance away to into the early hours. The format for the evening is:

· 6:45 pm Arrival of guests, reception in foyer area and VIP reception in Tournament Gallery
· 7:30 pm Dinner is served
· 9:45 pm Guest Speaker and Awards Ceremony
· 11:00 pm Formal proceedings close - Dance the night away
· 01:00 am Carriages
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