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Property relief aims back for spotlight
A new appeal is being made for the Government to repeal its scheme that was supposed to bring more empty properties back into use, but has conversely helped halt regeneration in the District.

At a time when regeneration initiatives and other property development schemes are suffering from inertia all across the country, Bradford Chamber of Commerce is calling for rate relief to be restored in full to empty commercial properties.  The relief was brought to an end just under two years ago when the Government decided that more empty commercial buildings would be brought back into use if owners had to still pay rates; but the initiative had the opposite effect, with properties laying empty perhaps even longer than they would otherwise have done.  The Chamber is now repeating its call for relief to be restored in full at the next Budget.

President Harold Robinson said: 

“If property owners had, as the Government suspected, been sitting on their hands waiting for potential buyers to come along and take a site off their hands, which we dispute, such a position ended a long time ago.  In a flat market like now, some have now even resorted to demolishing them to avoid paying rates.  Along with our partner Chambers across Yorkshire and network colleagues in London, we’ll be telling ministers and MPs that full relief needs reinstating at the next Budget.  Property development continues to suffer more than many other sectors of the economy and the abolition of Empty Property Relief has a strangling effect on that sufferance.”

Restoring the relief is just one of a range of proposals included in the business manifesto of Yorkshire & Humber Chambers of Commerce (YHCC) – a publication being sent to all Prospective Parliamentary Candidates in the run-up to this Spring’s General Election.  Other proposals in the manifesto aimed at supporting economic growth include halting rises in small business corporation tax, scrapping proposed increases in NICs and a moratorium on new employment legislation.

Other calls to action on the Government (either in the Budget or after the election) being made by Bradford Chamber will be rolled out in weeks and months to come.

YHCC is headed by former Bradford Chamber President Richard Wightman.  As well as being sent to election candidates, the manifesto has been provided to party leaders, cabinet ministers and party election co-ordinators.

Property and regeneration retains a strong thread throughout the document, with several parts of Yorkshire still in need of revamps to their towns and cities.  The document was put together following initial liaison between policy managers across the region’s Chambers following local member consultations before being endorsed by the YHCC Regional Council.

ENDS

Notes for editors:

1. Bradford Chamber has around 1100 members from all sectors of the local economy. It is an accredited member of the British Chambers of Commerce.

2. The British Chambers of Commerce is the largest business representative body in the UK, representing, through its network of Approved Chambers, more than 110,000 businesses in all sectors of the economy, and of all sizes.

3. Bradford Chamber offers business services, events, advice, training, information, international services and lobbying.  

4. Bradford Chamber is supported by the following patrons: Gordons, inphinet agency, PEC Building Services and RBS/Nat West.

5. Innovations include:

· Running a business-led Business Environment Forum since 2001, now covering West Yorkshire – Better Business Environment Forum.

· Setting up a Business Enterprise Loan Fund for companies unable to access bank finance – Business Enterprise Fund
· Being the first Chamber in the North of England to introduce electronic processing for exporters.
· Building and managing offices and workshops with special facilities for start-up businesses.
- end -

